ROBESPIERRE

relish the task, and the warden having refused the
prisoner, were quite willing to turn him over to his
friends, the municipal officers. The latter invited Maxi-
milien to accompany them to the City Hall, but he
would not have it so. He realized the danger of remain-
ing at liberty and asked to be taken to the office of
the Police Administrators, adjoining the Mairie on the
Quai des Orfevres.

When he and his escort got there it was about half-
past eight in the evening and daylight still lingered.
They were greeted with shouts of: "Long live the
Republic! Long live Robespierre!" A conference was
held, and then the municipal officers were handed a
letter for delivery to the Commune. It was signed by
the Administrators, but contained this significant sen-
tence: "This is Robespierre's opinion as well as ours".
It recommended the following plan of action:

Close the city barriers, if not closed already.
Seize the post office.
Place all newspaper presses under seal.
Place   all   newspaper   editors   and   the   "traitor-
deputies" tinder arrest.

It will be seen from the above that Robespierre,
realizing the die was cast, recommended not to remain
on the defensive, but to take a vigorous offensive. It
was about nine o'clock when the Commune received
the letter, and Coffinhal had the Convention securely
bottled. Had a dispatch rider been sent to him with the
order to arrest the "traitor-deputies", and had it been
carried out, the battle would have been won. The tenrf
"traitor-deputies" is rather vague, but had the advan-
tage of giving those executing the order a great deal of
latitude. Robespierre aimed, therefore, to follow the
same tactics he had followed the previous year: to direct
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